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Date of birth: Haarlem, Netherlands, 9 July 1934
Nationality: Dutch

Degrees: 1956: BA Latin, Greek and Ancient History, Amsterdam University
(cum laude)

1958: MA Linguistics, Latin and Greek, Amsterdam University
(cum laude)

1969: Ph.D. Utrecht University (cum laude)
(Dissertation: Operators and Nucleus)

Appointments: 1955–1960: Assistant Linguistics, Amsterdam University
1959–1963: Teacher Classical Languages, Amsterdam
1962–1964: Member Euratom Group Machine Translation, Amsterdam Univ.
1964–1966: Assistant Linguistics, Groningen University
1966–1967: Research Assistant Dutch Ministry of Education
1967–1971: Lecturer Linguistics, Cambridge University (Darwin College)
1971–1974: Lecturer Linguistics, Oxford University (Magdalen College)
1974–1995: Professor Philosophy of Language, Radboud Univ. Nijmegen
1995–1999: Professor Theoretical Linguistics, Radboud University Nijmegen
1999–now: Research Fellow Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics, 

Nijmegen, the Netherlands

Distinctions: Honorary Medal Université Libre de Bruxelles (1978)
Honorary Member Arts Faculty, Edinburgh University (1979)
Member Royal Dutch Academy of Sciences (1988)
D.Litt. hon. causa, Glasgow University (1996)
Honorary Member Linguistic Society of America (2008)

Visiting
  Professorships: July–October 1970/1/2/3: Sydney University, Philosophy Department

October 1972: Amsterdam University, French Department
June 1973: Zurich University, English Department
June/July, Sept./Oct. 1988: Glasgow University, Psychology Department
May 1989: Oxford University, Linguistics
Oct./Nov./Dec. 1989: Visiting Fellow All Souls College, Oxford
1992–1997: six visiting professorships at Universiti Sains Malaysia,

 Penang, Malaysia, Department of Computational Linguistics
Jan.-Febr. 1996: University of Berne, dept. of English
October 1997: Institut für Deutsche Sprache, Mannheim
November 1997: Universidade de Alagoas, Maceiò, Brasil, Linguistics

Department
December 1997: Pontifícia Universidade Católica de Rio Grande do Sul,

Porto Alegre, Brazil, Linguistics Department
October 2000–March 2001: Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary 

Anthropology, Leipzig, Germany
November-December 2001: University of Vienna, Linguistics Department.
January-February 2003: University of Stellenbosch, Linguistics Department
April-June 2003: University of Vienna, English Department.
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Activities:  Editor in Chief Edward Arnold Series of Textbooks in Linguistics (1973–84)
Founder (1982) and Chief Editor (1982–94) of Journal of Semantics
Member KNAW (Royal Dutch Academy of Sciences) (1988)
Semantics editor for the Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics 

(Pergamon Press and Aberdeen University Press) (1988–1993)
Member Scientific Board of the Vilém Mathesius Centre, Prague, (1993)
President of Societas Linguistica Europaea (2000–2001)
Associate editor Language Sciences (2003)
Member of the Advisory Board of Disputatio, International Journal of 
Philosophy, Centro de Filosofia da Universidade de Lisboa (2005).
Member of Executive Committee Comité International Permanent de

Linguistes (2008)
Member of the editorial board of Language & History (2009)

Professional
   Memberships: Linguistic Society of America (1957; 2008 honorary member)

Societas Linguistica Europaea (1982)

Additional: Co-founder and president (1981–1991) of the IBS Foundation ("Institute for
the Advancement of Surinamese Studies”), and founder of the IBS periodical
OSO (1981).


