
Privacy Policy by using ELAN 
 
The Max-Planck-Gesellschaft zur Förderung der Wissenschaften e.V., here represented by the managing 
director of the Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics, located at Wundtlaan 1 in Nijmegen, Netherlands 
(hereinafter: “MPI”) takes the protection of your personal data very seriously. Here we provide you with 
information concerning the main aspects of data processing in the context of the ELAN Tool (hereinafter: 
“ELAN”) regarding to the General Data Protection Regulation (hereinafter: “GDPR”). 
 

1. Contact details of the data controller 

The controller as defined by Article 4 para. 7 GDPR and other provisions under data protection law regarding to 
the provision of ELAN on our website is:  
Max-Planck-Gesellschaft zur Förderung der Wissenschaften e.V. here represented by the Max Planck Institute 
for Psycholinguistics, located at Wundtlaan 1 in Nijmegen, Netherlands, telephone: +31 24 352 1911 
 

2. Contact details of the Data Protection Officer 

The Data Protection Officer of the controller is Heidi Schuster, Hofgartenstraße 8, D-80539 Munich, telephone: 
+49 (89) 2108-1554, email address: datenschutz@mpg.de . 
 

3. Purpose and legal basis of data processing 

MPI has built ELAN for the purpose of the public as a transcription tool to add an unlimited number of textual 
annotations to audio and/or video recordings. As far as required, MPI processes personal data of users for the 
purpose of providing the ELAN tool (Hereinafter: "ELAN") in a functional manner.   
 

a) Website and Download of ELAN 

The data processing serves, as far as the visit of the website is concerned, the functional presentation of the 
website. The data protection information provided for visiting the website can be found here: 
https://archive.mpi.nl/tla/privacy-policy 
 

i) Type of processed data 
If you download ELAN, your IP address will be collected during the download. 
 

ii) Legal Base 
The legal basis for the processing of the IP address for the aforementioned purpose is Art. 6 para. 
1 lit. f GDPR. The data processing is essential to enable the download functionally. Our justified 
interest in data processing also lies in such purposes. 
 

iii) Erasure of the data 
The data will be deleted as soon as it is no longer required to fulfil the purpose for which it was 
collected. If you download ELAN, your IP address will be processed for the duration of the 
action/download for the purpose of enabling the download and deleted according to A.1.c of the  
MPI Data Protection Information (https://www.mpi.nl/page/privacy-policy).  

 
b) Online web services 

mailto:datenschutz@mpg.de


ELAN does offer access to online web service providers that any User may choose to use within the tool. Users 
can trigger the upload of media files or annotations to a web service for automated processing. If you select 
one of the online web services, the MPI won’t process, within the meaning of Art . 4 para. 2 GDPR, 
intermediately any personal data regarding to the Upload of audio or video records and annotations.  The 
following online web service providers are offered: 
 
WebLicht 

i) Type of processed data 
By starting WebLicht your IP-address will be collected as technical manner as well as annotations 
for processing. 
 

ii) Legal Base 

When you select WebLicht and upload the annotations, you are carrying out the processing of possibly 
personal data to the service provider of WebLicht. The service provider processes the uploaded personal data  
on your behalf by clicking WebLicht. Further information about the Processor: 
o Type: webservice orchestration and execution environment  
o Runs: on a server of SfS Tübingen (https://weblicht.sfs.uni-tuebingen.de) 
o Software by: SfS Tübingen (Seminar für Sprachwissenschaft, Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen) 
o Accepts: plain text and XML 
 
By using this web service provider, the data protection information provided for using WebLicht then applies. It 
can be found here:  
https://weblicht.sfs.uni-tuebingen.de/weblichtwiki/index.php/WebLicht_Privacy_Policy_Document  
 
WebMAUS 
 

i) Type of processed data 
By selecting WebMAUS your IP-address will be collected as technical manner as well as the audio 
recordings including recordings about natural persons, and optionally annotations. 
 

ii) Legal Base 
When you select WebMAUS and upload the media file, you are carrying out the processing of 
personal data to the service provider of WebMAUS. The service provider processes the uploaded 
personal data on your behalf by clicking WebMAUS Further information about the Processor: 
o Type: webservice  
o Runs: on a server of the Bavarian Archive for Speech Signals  

(https://clarin.phonetik.uni-muenchen.de/BASWebServices/interface) 
o Software by: Bavarian Archive for Speech Signals 
o Accepts: audio and plain text transcript 

 
By using this web service provider, the data protection information provided for using WebMAUS 

then applies. It can be found here:  
https://clarin.phonetik.uni-muenchen.de/BASWebServices/views/partials/privacyPolicy.html   

 
Furthermore, ELAN offers Recognizers that are local recognizers which process data locally on the Users 
computer, where ELAN is installed. By using these local recognizers neither MPI nor any online web service 
provider does process personal data.  



 
 
4. Data recipients and categories of data recipients 
Regarding to the Online web services, the above under point 3 applies. No data will be transferred to any other 
third parties than to the ones mentioned above.  
 
5. Your rights 
 
You are fundamentally entitled to the rights of access (Article 15 GDPR), rectification (Article 16 GDPR), erasure 
(Article 17, para. 1 GDPR), restriction of processing (Article 18 GDPR), data portability (Article 20 GDPR) and 
withdrawal of consent (Article 7, para. 3 GDPR).  
 
In order to assert your rights, please contact:  
Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics, located at  
Wundtlaan 1 in 6525XD Nijmegen, Netherlands 
privacy@mpi.nl 
 
If you believe that processing of your personal data is in breach of data protection law or your claims under 
data protection law are being violated in any other way, please contact the Max-Planck-Gesellschaft Data 
Protection Officer at datenschutz@mpg.de. The supervisory authority responsible for the Max-Planck-
Gesellschaft is BayLDA (Bavarian Data Protection Authority), Postfach 1349, 91504 Ansbach. 
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