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Introduction 
 
 

LAMUS (Language Archive Management and Upload System) is developed at the Max 
Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics, Nijmegen, the Netherlands. It is a web-based 
application that allows users to organize and update the content in the extensive archive 
of the IMDI-(Ilse Metadata Description Initiative) corpus at the MPI. LAMUS links the 
virtual representation of the IMDI web browser with the physical data on the archive 
servers. LAMUS is developed to enable researchers to work with his/her archive with as 
little intervention of corpus- or system managers as possible. LAMUS is designed around 
virtual workspaces, which provide safe working environments for its users. Data is only 
incorporated into the archive when these workspaces are submitted. 

  

LAMUS is visualized by an easy-to-use interface which allows the user to: 

• register themselves to LAMUS (Chapter 1). 

• create new and select excisting workspaces, (Chapter 2). 

• manage the workspace’s contents (i.e. make new corpus structures, upload new 
metadata and resources, request more storage space) and ingest the updated corpora 
into the archive (Chapter 3). 

• manage  requests and system status (management console, Chapter 4). 

The main LAMUS page can be accessed by going to http://corpus1.mpi.nl/jkc/lamus/ in a 
web browser like Internet Explorer 5 (or higher) or Firefox.  

 

 

Notation Conventions 
 
The following notation conventions are used:  
• Screens, schemata and fields of the web pages are written in the font MS Sans Serif.  
• Information on troubleshooting starts as follows: !  
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1 Register a new user to LAMUS 

New users have to be registered to LAMUS if they 
want to work with the application. To do so open the 
main LAMUS page and Click the register new 
user link to introduce a new user to the system. 
 
  

 
 
 
Enter the requisted information in the various fields. 
After clicking Submit the user will receive an email 
notification with the provided information for future 
reference. 

 
 
 
 
 
2 Workspace creation and selection 
 
As it is important to maintain the structural hierarchy of the various corpora, LAMUS 
works with so called “workspaces”. Browsing the tree structure of the corpora, the user 
selects the part that needs to be modified (usually his/her own projects). This selection is 
then copied to a separate, isolated location, called a virtual workspace. In this domain the 
user can safely alter the structure of the selected part of the corpus, add or remove 
resources and metadata without affecting the actual archive. The workspace can be saved 
inbetween sessions or, when errors were made, be deleted. It is possible to have more 
than one active workspace at the same time, they have to consist of different topnodes 
though. When the user has finished manipulating the nodes the new or updated part of the 
corpus can be submitted. Only then will the data be incorporated in the actual archive. 
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2.1 Creating a new workspace 
 
To begin working on a new workspace click the 
Create new workspace link from the LAMUS 
main page. 

 

 

On the next page navigate through the tree structure of the various corpora to the node 
that is going to be the topnode of the new workspace.  

Right click on the node 
and select the pop-up 
window. This part of the 
archive, including all 
descendant nodes and 
resources are copied to 
the new workspace.  

Try to select the lowest possible part in the hierarchy of the tree (i.e. select not the whole 
MPI corpora as workspace but only the relevant project or session).  

! If the selected topnode is already chosen as a topnode of an unsubmitted 
workspace the user will receive an error message. Choose this workspace from 
the list of excisting workspaces (Chapter 2.2). 

 
 
2.2 Select an existing workspace 
 

Unfinished workspaces can be saved for future managing. The user can select this project 
from a list containing all unsubmitted workspaces made by themselves and continue to 
work on that specific part of the corpus. 

From the LAMUS main page click the Select 
existing workspace link. 

 

 

 

The newly opened page lists  all unsubmitted workspaces of the specific user. 
Information is shown about the creation date, last accessed date, the number of the 
workspace (InqestRequestId), the selected topnode in the corpus tree and the status of the 
workspace. 
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Scroll through the list if needed and select an 
unsubmitted project. Click the choose button 
to start managing this workspace. 

 

 

 

 
3 Workspace management 
 

After the user has created a new workspace or has selected an existing one the following 
page will be displayed: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page is the starting point for all actions in regard to 
managing the contents and adjusting the structure of the 
chosen workspace. On the left of the screen the selected sub-
corpus is shown. Each corpus is organized in the shape of so 
called tree structures (see the screenshots to the right and 
above). These trees are constructed with the use of corpus- and 
session nodes. A corpus node, recognized by a blue symbol 
before its name in the tree view, is a specific point inside the 
structure of the corpus. Usually corpus nodes are grouped 
together on the basis of, e.g., the geographical location, the 
discourse genre, the sex or age of the speakers, the dialect of 
the speakers, the target/source language etc.  
 

Each corpus node may contain one ore more so called session nodes (next to containing 
other corpus nodes). These kinds of nodes incorporate links to all actual data for that 
session (i.e. video- and audio data, information- and annotation files). They are 
represented by a green symbol before their name in the tree structure. The symbols before 
the resources indicate the type of content, i.e. a speaker symbol means the resource is an 
audio file. Session  nodes are lowest points in the hierarchy of a corpus.  

 

Representation of 
the corpus tree 

Main interaction 
window 

LAMUS 
functions
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The main interaction window will provide information and feedback from the system 
about the actions performed by choosing the specific LAMUS function buttons (on the 
bottom of the screen, Chapter 3.2). 

 
 
3.1 Tree menu 
 

Right click on a corpus node in the tree structure to get access to various management 
functions. The options in the now displayed pop-up menu (further referred to as tree 
menu) are discussed in chapters 3.1.1 – 3.1.10. The tree menu is context sensitive. 
Different options are available for corpus-, session-nodes and/or resources. The title of 
the chapter indicates if the specific option is available for each of these kinds of corpus 
elements.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

3.1.1 View Node (corpus-, session-node) 

 

In the corpus every node contains information about its creation, resources and relations 
to other nodes. This information is called metadata (data describing other data) and is 
stored in IMDI (ISLE Metadata Initiative) files. To show the metadata of the selected 
node click view node from the tree menu. The contents of its IMDI files will be 
displayed in the main interaction window. 
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3.1.2  Add corpus node (corpus node) 

 

To extend the sub-corpus with a new corpus node select the add corpus node from the 
tree menu. Enter the name and title in the appropriate fields. The information given in the 
Title field will be displayed when hovering the mouse over the corpus node in the tree 
view. After clicking Submit the new corpus node will be added to the tree structure. 

 

 

 

 

The difference between this option and link corpus node (Chapter 3.1.7) is that no free 
nodes need to be present in the unlinked files section of the workspace. The new corpus 
nodes and its metadata description are generated from scratch. The metadata description 
will be very elemental, consisting of only name and title. Later, the user can provide a 
description by editing the node using modify node from the tree menu or enter more 
detailed information by using the BCeditor. Choose the link corpus node option in the 
tree menu if you want to use already made and uploaded metadata descriptions for the 
new corpus node.  

 

 

3.1.3 Modify node (corpus-, session-node) 

 

Use this option in to change the name, title or description of an existing corpus node. 
Click the modify node from the tree menu. After entering the new name of the node, it’s 
title and description click the Submit button on the bottom of the main interaction 
window (you may have to scroll down).  In future releases of LAMUS the user will be 
able to make more extensive changes in the metadata.  
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3.1.4 Replace node (corpus-, session-node) 

 

To replace an existing corpus- or session-node with another one choose the replace 
node option from the tree menu.  There has to be an unlinked, free node in the 
workspace for each node that has to be changed. The replaced node will inherit the 
contents (i.e. session nodes, resources and their read access rights) from the original 
node.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.5 Delete node (corpus-, session-node, resource) 

 

To remove a node or a resource from the workspace select delete node from the tree 
menu. If the user wants to keep these files for future use, they should be unlinked first 
(chapter 3.1.6). In case the node has children (i.e. incorperated session nodes or 
resources) they will be removed from the workspace together with the selected node.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.6 Unlink node (corpus-, session-node, resource) 

 

To move a node or a resource from the actual tree structure to the unlinked files section 
of the workspace select unlink node from the tree menu. Default the selected node 
together with its contents (sub-nodes, resources) are moved as a unit to the unlinked files 
section. The structure of that node is not affected by this action. If the user decides to 
links this node again, the contents will stay linked within that node.   
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Click the checkbox to split up the node and its contents. This way they will appear as 
separate files in the unlinked files section. The structure of the selected node is lost and 
the sub-nodes and resources can now be linked to a different node in the tree view. After 
clicking the Unlink Node button the selected nodes and resources are moved to the 
unlinked files section of the workspace. 

 

 

 

 

When a node is linked more than once in the corpus (i.e. a certain media file used in more 
than one session of experiment, Chapter 3.1.7) LAMUS will inform the user and will 
give the option to either unlink the nodes only from the selected node (i.e. the node will 
remain linked to its original parent) or to unlink it from all parent nodes by ticking the 
second checkbox. Only in the latter case the unlinked nodes will appear in the list of 
unlinked files because the node will be linked to its original parent otherwise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 10

 

3.1.7 Link node (corpus-, session-node) 

 

This option in the tree menu is used to link various 
content to the corpus nodes and/or session nodes. If a 
corpus node is selected from the tree-view the possible 
options are: 

 

 

 

 

• Link info file: this can be a txt-, html- or PDF-file containing information about 
the corpus node 

• Link corpus node: links an unlinked corpus node as child of the selected corpus 
node.  

• Link session node:  links an unlinked session node as child of the selected corpus 
node. 

• Link external node: enter the url to the external resource in the designated field 
and specify the file type (information, media, written resource or annotation) from 
the pull down menu. As the external resource is not physically present in the 
workspace, view node will not be functional until the workspace is submitted. 
Next to this the user has to have read acces if a external node from another project 
in the MPI-archive is choosen. 

 

In case the user has selected a session node from the tree-view the options for linking are: 

• Link info file: a txt-, html- or PDF-file containing information about the session 
node. 

• Link media file: a video- or audio-file or picture belonging to the session node.  

• Link written resource: links a resource other than video-, audio-files or pictures to 
the session node. 

• link external node: enter the url to the external resource in the designated field and 
specify the file type (information, media, written resource or annotation) from the 
pull down menu. As the external resource is not physically present in the 
workspace, view node will not be functional until the workspace is submitted. 
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All files, except for the external nodes, need to be present in the unlinked files section of 
the workspace before they can be linked. After the user has made his/her choice from the 
tree menu the main interaction window will display a list showing all unlinked files of the 
appropriate type. For example if the user want to link an session node, only the free IMDI 
sessions are displayed; only video-, audio-files and pictures are listed if the user selects 
link media-file from the tree menu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

After clicking the Link button the next page will 
display information about the kind of file. From the 
format pull down menu it is possible to assign various 
different formats to the media file. The system should 
recognize the used format of the files. 

Pressing the Submit button moves the resources from 
the unlinked files section to their selected place in the 
tree structure of the workspace. 

 

Locally created corpus structures (using the BCeditor- and BCbrowser-applications) can 
be linked as a whole into the tree-structure they have been uploaded into the workspace. 
In the Upload files and Unlinked files the table item has children will be marked 
indicating that the session(s) already contain linked resources. 

 

Links can be created between multiple nodes. In the next example the session node 
“testnode2” is linked to both corpus nodes “test07” and “test08”. To do so, first select 
the parent node and hold the “Ctrl”key. Now select the child node. Next, choose create 
link from the tree menu (right mouse button) and click Link nodes on the new page. The 
multiple linked node will appear in italic in the tree view. 

 

 

 

Click the checkbox to 
select a file. 

Press the “Link” button 
to submit the selection. 

Press the “view” 
button the show the 
content in a separate 
window.  
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Be sure to work within the IMDI metadata framework: corpus nodes can point to corpus 
nodes, session nodes or info files, session nodes can point to info, media or annotation 
files.  
 

 

3.1.8 Duplicate node (session node) 

 

The duplicate node option can be used to 
quickly create session nodes. After 
supplying LAMUS with the desired names 
and numbers press Generate to start. The 
new session nodes can now be found in the 
unlinked files section of the workspace. The 
labelling used in the example shown on the 
right will result in the free session nodes 
“testnode3” and “testnode4”. The new 
nodes will have no content or linked 
resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.9 View resource (resource) 

 

To display the contents of a resource select view resource from the tree menu. The main 
interaction window will show the contents of the file. In case of video- and audio-files 
QuickTime is used to play the file.  

! To be able to play mpeg2 movies the 
proper codec needs to be installed on the 
computer.  
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3.1.10 Rename (resource) 

 

This option from the tree menu is used to change the name of a resource. Enter the new 
name and its extension in the appropriate field and press Rename Node. 

! Names of corpus- and session-nodes can 
be changed using modify node from the 
tree menu (chapter 3.1.3). 

 

 

 

 

 
3.2 LAMUS function buttons 
 

This part of the manual describes the various LAMUS function buttons displayed the 
bottom of the page. 

 

3.2.1 Upload files 

 

Click the upload files button to add new content to the unlinked files of the workspace. 

The picture on the right shows the 
upload window. Click the Browse 
button to select the individual files 
or a folder with all its contents. All 
selected files will be displayed with 
their size, path and last modified 
date. The checkboxes under 
Readable shows the read access 
status of the individual files.  

Click the Upload button to start the transfer. The upload progress is represented by the 
blue status bar. Use the Stop button to cancel an ongoing transfer.  

In case the window above is not properly displayed the user can alternatively use the 
fields displayed in the next picture to select the files to upload into the archive. Change 
the number of separate files in the designated field if more than three files needs to be 
uploaded. Use the browse buttons to select the local files or browse the network. 
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Click the Upload button to start the transfer. 

! When uploading please do not click 
another LAMUS function button as the 
transfer process will be interrupted by 
doing so. Uploading large amounts of data 
(i.e. mpeg2 files) requires some time and 
is dependent on the speed of the network. 

 

 

3.2.2 Request storage 

 

Use the Request Storage function button to reserve more space for your corpus in the 
archive. Enter the desired amount in megabytes in the appropriate field and click Submit.  
An email notification will be send to the user after completion. A typical one-hour mpeg1 
movie requires about 800 Megabytes of space, a one-hour mpeg2 movie needs 3000 
Megabytes and a one-hour waveform is about 700 Megabytes in size (using current MPI 
settings for the media-formats). 

   

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.3 Unlinked files 

 

Click the Unlinked files function button to get an overview of all unlinked files in the 
current workspace. Listed is the type of file, its name, the file extension and title (path) 
An “x” under the table header has children indicates that the corresponding session 
contains already linked content. If this session is linked again in the tree-view these nodes 
will stay linked to this session. To sort the list click on the desired table header (i.e. 
Name for alphabetical ordering). Press the view button to have a look at the contents in a 
separate window.  

To erase files from the unlinked section of the workspace tick the checkboxes before the 
filenames. After pressing the Delete button below the list these files will be erased 
instantly from the current workspace. Use the Select all and Reset all buttons to select 
all/none of the files in the list. 
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On the bottom of the main interaction window the currently used- and available space of 
the workspace is shown. This gives an indication when the user needs to request more 
free space for his/her archive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.4 Submit workspace 

 

After the work on the active workspace is finished it has to be incorporated into the 
archive. Click the Submit Workspace button to start this transfer process. In case of 
unlinked nodes present in the workspace the option is given to erase these free files. To 
do so tick the checkbox. The number of unlinked files is shown in the window 
underneath, as well as the user name and the used- and available space. updated structure 
and contents into the archive. 

! Please be sure that the corpus you are 
about to submit is correct, as it will be 
incorporated into the actual archive. 

 

 

 

 

3.2.5 Save and logout 

 

Use the Save and Logout function button to temporarily store the workspace. The next 
page indicates if there were errors during saving. It also shows the user name, used- and 
available space in the archive for that user and the number of free nodes. Work can be 
continued by choosing Select existing workspace from the LAMUS main page and 
selecting it from the list of unsubmitted workspaces.  
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3.2.6 Delete workspace 

 

The Delete Workspace function button erases the current workplace.  In case of 
unlinked files present in the workspace the user has the option to erase these as well by 
ticking the checkbox. As nothing is changed in the archive until the Submit Workspace 
function button is clicked deleting the workspace has no further consequences for the 
contents or structure of the actual archive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.7 Help 

 

By clicking the Help function button the main interaction window will show a brief 
description of the various functions in LAMUS.  

 

 

3.2.8 Report a bug 

 

To email information about a found bug click the Report a Bug function button. Please 
describe the encountered error as detailed as possible in the Content field. Press Submit 
when done. 
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3.2.9 About 

 

Clicking the About function button opens a new page showing information about the 
identity of the user (user ID), the number given to the specific workspace (workspace ID) 
and ingest number (ingest ID). Also the used- and available space in the selected 
workspace is shown. To change the visual presentation of LAMUS the user will be able 
to choose between different styles. This last option is not functional at the moment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
4  Management Console 

 

The management console in LAMUS gives the user 
detailed information and options regarding his/her 
submitted and active workspaces. To access these 
functions select Management Console from the 
main page. 

The next six chapters will discuss the specific 
function button on the bottom of the management 
console page. 

 

!Only corpus managers are allowed to use the LAMUS management console. 
Normal user do not have acces. 
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4.1 Request page 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The new page (the request-page, shown above) is the starting page of the LAMUS 
management console. It lists information about all submitted- (to view press Request 
History button) and unsubmitted workspaces (to view press Active Requests button). 
Each time a workspace is submitted LAMUS labels it with a unique number called 
requestID. These ID’s are listed in the column under Request. Next, the creation date of 
the workspace is shown as well as the end date.  The tabele header User lists the creator 
of the workspace. The next column displays the unique number of that specific 
workspace (this is a different number than the requestID as a workspace can be submitted 
more than once i.e. in case of errors).  

 

The next two columns provide information about the location of the topnodes within the 
archive in case the workspace is submitted. Under the table header Session the current 
status of the requests is listed. Successfully submitted workspaces should be marked as 
Disconnected. The following two columns give the start- and end-date for the request. 
Next to this the used- and available space for the selected node in the archive is indicated.  

 

The last two columns in the table header provide information about the status of the 
request. LAMUS will report an error-free incorporation of the workspace into the archive 
with a Data moved successfully message under the Status column. In case the transfer 
did not go according to plan a Data move error will be displayed  Enter the name of a 
specific user in the User ID field on top of the page to get an overview of all their 
requests. Leaving the field empty searches for the requests of all the users of LAMUS.  
Click the Mail all button to send a notification to the user specified in the User ID field. 
If no selection is made the email will be sent to all known users of the system. 
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The status of each request can be altered by clicking the 
Edit button. In case a data move error occured changing 
the status to Sleeping will allow the user to choose this 
workspace again by clicking Select existing 
workspace from the LAMUS main page. The 
Message field can be used to enter a reminder or note 
regarding the particular request. Press Submit to update 
the changes made.  

 

 

 

Clicking Delete in front of a request on the Request page removes that session from the 
list. The Mail button can be used to mail the corresponding user. 

To return to the Request page click the Requests function button on the bottom of the 
screen.  

 

 

4.2 System log 
 
Click the System Log function button to view detailed information about the status of 
the system. This option can be used to detect errors or to get an overview about the 
actions made by LAMUS in time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.3 System state 
 
The System State function button provides the user with information about the status of 
LAMUS. Please don’t click the buttons on this page, contact your corpus manager in case 
of problems. 
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4.4 Write rights 
 
Use the Write Rights function buttons to view and adjust the write rights in the archive 
for the users. Before a user can ingest their data into the archive their write rights must be 
enabled on their specific part of the corpus. 

  

 

 

 

The first column shown on the Write Rights page lists the users of LAMUS. Next to this 
is the physical patch to the topnode of their authorized section in the archive. As users 
can have write access to more than one topnode in the corpus it is possible that a user 
appears more than once in the list. The manager who has determined the write rights is 
shown under the table header creator. The next three table headers give information 
about the creation date, used- and available storage. The functions column enables the 
manager to change the set write rights (edit button), or to remove the set write rights for 
the selected user (delete button).  

 

The next picture presents an example of the page shown when the edit or the add new 
rule button is selected from the Write Rights page.  

  

 

Next to the user name the directory field requires the physical path to the authorized 
section for that user. The other columns on this page display the creator, creation date and 
the used- and available storage space. Press the send button to submit the changes made. 

 
 
4.5 Locked nodes 
 
Nodes are locked in the case of overlapping workspaces which share parts of the same 
corpus. To prevent conflicts between nodes which are managed in the different 
workspaces these will be locked. 
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The locked nodes page provides information about the write status of various nodes. 
The first column lists the physical path of the nodes (NodeID). The next two table 
headers display the associated ID’s (WorkSpaceID and WorkSpaceNodeID). The 
FileInWorkSpaceURL shows the physical path to the specific workspaces. The creation 
date is listed in the adjacent column. Click the unlock buttons for the specific nodes in 
the workspaces you want to unlock.  

 

 

 

To unlock all nodes in a certain workspace enter the WorkspaceID number in the 
designated field on the top left of the screen. This way the user doesn’t have to separately 
unlock all the nodes in a workspace.  After unlocking the according nodes are removed 
from the list.  

 

 

4.6 LAMS Main 
 
Clicking the LAMS Main function button redirects the user to the LAMUS main page. 
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